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However, just because the year changes it does not mean that
everything is different. COVID-19 will still be with us along with
restrictions designed to keep us safe. We may find them frustrating, but
they are both for our own protection, and for us to help protect others.
In due course there will be vaccinations available for many, which will
permit some sort of gradual return to normality. | suspect we are going
to have to learn patience during the first part of 2021. The change of
year is not a magic spell, making everything better.

Happy New Year!

We begin another year, and we have an
opportunity for a new beginning. It feels
as though we could all do with a great
many things changing, though not all of
them are under our control. 2020 has
been a difficult year for nearly everyone,
and an extremely difficult year for some
people. It has been difficult for our
country and for the whole world. | don’t#
think many people will be mourning the
passing of this year. It has been a year of
many unprecedented struggles largely as
a result of the COVID-19 virus which has
created a worldwide pandemic. We hope
that 2021 will be better.

That seems to me the general truth about New Year. We set out with
many hopes, expectations and resolutions, only to find that they
gradually fade. | have not been good at keeping New Year resolutions
from childhood onwards. However, one thing associated with the New
Year that has always spoken to me is the Methodist Covenant service,
which has been part of my keeping of a new year since | was 14 years
old. It is a service usually on the first Sunday of the year where we
think seriously about our relationship with God: what God has done for
us, and what we are prepared to do for God. The Covenant itself starts
with the words “I am no longer my own but yours”, and then explores
what such a commitment might mean. It is a service many people find
extremely (or even too) challenging, but | have always (well, since 14)
valued this act of recommitment.

This year | will lead the Covenant service and make the commitment
once again at the Methodist Church in Coulsdon. Sadly | will not be
able to do the same in Hurst Green, where the Methodist Church still
has its doors closed, and that will continue to be the case. At some
time in 2021, Hurst Green Methodist Church will hold its final service, a
Service of Thanksgiving for the life of the church through the years. We
hope that will be a joyful occasion, joined by people who have shared
its life through the years, but we know that it will be a time of sadness
too.

So while | look forward to 2021 being better than 2020, | know it will not
be a year of unalloyed joy.

Stephen Mares, Methodist Minister

Full of surprises!

It is the season of giving and two wonderful gifts
have come my way in recent weeks which I'd like
to tell you more about.

The first is that | have been made an Honorary
Canon of Southwark Cathedral. You probably
don't know that | am involved in work as the
Dean of Women's Ministry within the Diocese in
addition to my role as your Rector. The
appointment was granted to me in recognition of
this work as well as an encouragement to me, as
with all canons, to act as ambassadors for the
Cathedral. I am a big fan of Southwark
Cathedral just near London Bridge. Having
always served in this Diocese it really is for me a
'Mother Church', especially as it isn't too grand or
over-bearing and instead like a real spiritual
home where | know many of the chapter and
some of the other canons. It is a privilege to
receive this gift and | look forward to getting
involved a little in the life of the Cathedral.

The second came as even more of a surprise.
Back in April I had a phone-call out of the blue
from the Bishop of Carlisle. In the course of the
call | discovered he is 'Clerk of the Closet' and
for a salary of £7 a year is the Bishop that
advises the Private Secretary to the Sovereign
on matters such as proposed Honorary
Chaplains to the Queen (QHC). Then |
discovered that was exactly what | was being
nominated to be by my Bishop: to be one of 30
QHCs who support the Queen through prayer,
preaching once a year at the Chapel Royal and
in other duties as required.

My new scarlet cassock is
currently in the making and |
have a gilt brooch to wear
with the royal cypher and
crown within an oval wreath.
| am really excited about the
role and admire Her Majesty
and her strong Christian
Faith that provides comfort
and hope to the nation. It will
be a joy to serve her as she
serves us.

What wonderful blessings!

Yours, Revd Canon Anna Eltringham QHC!

The February issue of Hurst Green News will be published on 30 January 2021. Please send material for that issue, including items for the diary, no later

than FRIDAY 15 JANUARY 2021 to The Compiler: hgncompiler@gmail.com or 26 Orchard Way, Oxted, RH8 9DJ. The Compiler reserves the right to edit

copy. The Hurst Green News is published by St John’s Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 1133107) as a church and community newsletter.
It is financed by advertisements and St John’s Parochial Church Council.
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HURST GREEN CHURCHES WELCOME YOU

Please check websites for up to date information.

ST JOHN’S, CHURCH WAY

Rector: Anna Eltringham, 712674, 14 Oast Road
(day off - Monday)

Assistant Priest: Mary Seller, 715675, 11 Home Park

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary: Monica Fenton, 715769
www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM

All Saints' Church Chichele Road, Oxted - 627762

St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham

Parish Priest Fr Stephen, 713776
www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

METHODIST CHURCH, HURSTLANDS
Minister Stephen Mares - 020 3719 4644

HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Pastor: Keith Dickson, 712017
www.hgec.org.uk

OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

The Church of the Peace of God
21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 730406
oxtedurc@gmail.com

Graham Dadd, 07894 507467
www.oxtedurc.org.uk

Minister:

Hurst Green Garden Club

Organised chaos is how | think of my garden.

'| can resist anything except temptation'.

it's such a lovely plant)? We really should decide on a location,

enjoying the view from my window with the

leaves, winter vinca flowers just starting to

may find a plant that you can re-home. Brian Parrott

Perhaps yours is more
ordered. Nature has other ideas and left to themselves, plants will make
their own plans, if only we didn’t keep interfering. As Oscar Wilde once said
How often do we leave a garden
centre with yet another plant without much idea as to where it can go (well

plant which will prosper in its new home. Maybe some research beforehand
and lookjna for a Nursery is part of the pleasure of gardening; or like today

maple leaves hanging on the new shoots on the
evergreens, early snowdrops peering through fallen

hyacinths next to my chair in full scented flower.

Apart from wanting the rain to stop, what else could | possibly want? Well,
maybe the coffee which is brewing! The Garden Club programme for 2021
is still being decided but if we still manage to hold a plant sale, perhaps you

Online Advent Calendar with a Difference
Bringing Tidings of Comfort and Joy!!

The online advent calendar produced by the Oxted
Team of Churches will still be available in January
even though Advent is over! Do take a look if you
haven’t done so already: otoc.uk/advent-calendar

then find a
Click open a window
every day in the lead up
¢ to Christmas. Rather
than a chocolate treat,
you will be presented
with an uplifting
message, a reflection,
some jokes, a prayer, a
blessing or singing and
lots of other Iovely surprises, brought to you by a
different person or group of people each day.

last of the

show and

A Moving Experience

A moving experience features in probably everyone’s lives,
usually in situations of joy and sorrow such as weddings,
funerals, new birth, but there will be other occasions too that
you can no doubt think of. How many moving experiences do
you have in your memory bank? | know | have a surprising
number, once you start thinking about it and inevitably they are
tied in to an emotional reaction. Recently, in November, we
have had such experiences added to by the St John'’s All Souls
drop-in time on Sunday, 1 November and the St John’s
Remembrance streamed service, both much appreciated. Also
the national observance at the Cenotaph and the Royal Albert
Hall occasion, both very different from the usual, but both

extremely well and thoughtfully done. Who knows, in this 2020
pandemic year what experiences we might add about the way
we have celebrated Christmas? At least the pandemic cannot
take away the real meaning and message of Christmas,
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, so hopefully Christmas will
lift our spirits and it will be a 2020 Christmas experience to
remember.

The moving experience | have in mind
for this article is moving house.
Probably many mixed emotions will
"y surface, after all a chapter of your life is
B being left behind. Although we are in a
& pandemic at the moment, moving is still
allowed. In fact there will be a change
next door to us very soon.

There are a variety of reasons for moving house, some of them
because it is our choice and we look forward to it, whether
upsizing or downsizing in the particular situation, but other
reasons include when it is dictated to us. This may be due to a
change of job to another area of the country or there may be a
family reason and we need to be nearby, either to be available
to help or to be helped if we are no longer in a position to care
for ourselves independently. If you have had to move to a new

area of the country was it daunting, or in a more positive
approach, rather exciting? Leaving friends behind is hard, still
our friends though, but not likely to be seen very often, but
making new friends helps.

Whatever the reason for moving, it is usually a big upheaval.
The good intentions of making it an opportunity to review our
possessions and dispose of those no longer required or, to be
honest, are just clutter, is never as simple as it sounds,
especially if the occupants cannot agree.

Estate agents are probably the first port of call, then a solicitor
and if purchasing a property, a mortgage to arrange. Eventually,
after all formalities, an actual moving date. Fingers crossed
there is no break in the chain. Perhaps moving to a rented
house or flat is more straightforward.

Moving day arrives, big question, will the weather be kind? The
removal van arrives and suddenly the task of emptying your
house or flat by the usually genial group of men begins. It has
always been men when we have moved. Moving out and
moving in does not necessarily happen on the same day, so
finding somewhere to stay the night or even travel to a new
area appears on the to do or to arrange list. Moving in day
arrives and with it the endless questions, where does this go
madam, or sir? | know the most important thing is that bedroom
furniture is in so you can make the bed, ensuring somewhere to
sleep after what will no doubt have been an exhausting day.
Hopefully there will be much to look forward to, new
neighbours, new friends, new church if it is important to you. All
quite exciting.

A Moving House Experience will have its blessings and
positives and | think to balance the experience, time to make
any negatives history. Looking back we realised in our moves
how many people became involved, helping to make it happen.
It made me realise how much we rely on everyone’s talents and
skills, | believe God-given, which made it a moving experience
to give thanks for. Monica Fenton
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The Tawny Owl

in woodland up against a tree trunk or among ivy. Look for pellets below roosting places.

The tawny owl lives for about 4 years and is mottled reddish-brown, with a paler underside,
a big, round head, rounded wings, large, dark eyes, and a dark ring around its face. Like
Their forward-facing eyes cannot
move in their sockets, so they must turn their heads instead. They feed on small animals
Nesting usually takes

other owls, it can turn its head through 270 degrees.

like voles and mice, looking out for them from a favourite perch.
place in spring in hollow trees or an old crow's nest.

Find out more about the work done to protect wildlife across
Surrey at www.surreywildlifetrust.org.  Sign up for the regular
e-newsletter with information on local wildlife, events and

Our largest common owl, with a wingspan of 99cm, the tawny owl is found
throughout the UK (except Ireland) in woodlands, parks and gardens. It makes
the familiar 'twit twoo' call during the night and early hours, actually made up of
a 'ke-wick' sound from a female and an answering 'hoo-hoo-oo0' from a male.
Tawny owls are their most vocal in the winter months as they establish their

3 territories before the breeding season. They are often heard calling at night, but
not often seen. In the daytime, one may be seen if disturbed inadvertently from its roost site
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St Agatha’s Hall
To enquire about booking, contact the
Booking Administrator:
07586 863079 or
aggieshall@gmail.com
or complete the form on the website:
stagathashall.weebly.com/
contact.html

Moor House School & College
Leading specialist school for children
with speech and language difficulties

Parents’ Open Morning (Zoom)
Friday 29 January 10am - 12.30pm

To reserve your place please
phone 712271 or email
kearonv@moorhouseschool.co.uk
www.moorhouseschool.co.uk

volunteering and what to look out for throughout the year.
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DINGERS

HURST GREEN Hurst Green Singers’ spring term rehearsals will be via Zoom and

we can therefore invite singers from other choirs. You would be very
welcome to join us and if you are interested, here are the details:

We will be singing Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius with rehearsals commencing on
Tuesday 12 January at 8pm and running for ten weeks divided into two segments: 12
January - 9 February, and 23 February - 23 March, taking us to Holy Week / Easter
with a week off for half term.

The Dream of Gerontius is a work for voices and orchestra in two parts set to the text
of a poem by Cardinal John Henry Newman. It tells of the journey of a man’s soul
from this deathbed to his judgement before God and is widely regarded as one of
Elgar’s finest pieces, with some wonderful choruses.

The first half of rehearsals will be a talk around the music, its structure and format, the
composer and historical context, and sometimes a guest speaker. In the second half,
we will learn one of the choruses. Our Music Director will teach us our parts and
conduct us, and there will be an accompanist. You will be on mute so no one else can
hear you! Sometimes, we’ll also sing along to a recording so that we can hear the
other voice parts and orchestra. Please email hurstgreensingers@gmail.com for
further details. The cost for joining for this term is £40.

B> =17,
" East Surrey Walkers
| am a dedicated walker and thus | must admit to a positive prejudice;
Wa ker® however | cannot overstate the mental and physical benefits of walking and

not least the simple pleasure of being outside in the countryside. We are always
delighted to welcome new walkers and you’ll find a range of walks to suit all abilities.

| include a small selection of our planned local walks. There are, of course, longer and
more strenuous walks and details are on the website: www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk.

Hurst Green: Sat 2 Jan 10am meet Holland Sports Club, Mill Lane, 4 mile easy walk
Oxted: Mon 18 Jan 10am meet Old Godstone Road near Bushey Croft, 3 mile easy walk
Farleigh: Wed 20 Jan 10am meet car park near Little Green Farm 5%z mile leisurely walk
Crockham Hill: Friday 5 Feby 10am meet car park at the village hall 5 mile easy walk
Redhill: Wednesday 17 February 10am meet car park at Earlswood Common on the
A2044, 6% mile leisurely walk

Woldingham: Friday 26 February 10am meet South Hawk car park near Gangers Hill 6
mile leisurely walk

We wish you enjoyable walking. Stephen Hanks, Publicity Officer, East Surrey Walkers

New Year Resolutions

Christmas gone and the tree and lights
packed away for another year.

January bites, it's cold and dark

and spring doesn’t seem all that near.

And resolutions made on New Year'’s Eve -
Intentions we all mean to heed -

but more salad and long walks in January -
that’s not likely to succeed!

Should we not change tack a little -

try different things through the year?

Each month just a little difference

to bring hope, good health and good cheer.
January we could resolve to try learning
something different every day

and in February we could endeavour

to bring gladness to someone’s day.

March could be the time to start cutting back
on the things we’re not meant to eat

and to curb bad habits could be April’s goal.
Now wouldn’t that be a feat?

We could say no to more packing and plastic
and start those longs walks - not drive!
Come summer months we could proudly
show that we’re helping the world to survive.
Maybe we should try to do something
that we’ve never tried before.

We could give of our time and volunteer
and find we like it for sure! :
Next New Year’s Eve might find
us delighted, in all that we have
achieved, and in giving
and striving for better,
find we're blessed

in what we’ve received.

Sue Fox
(written in December 2019)

PARISH REGISTERS
Marriage

Overwhelmed
| seem to spend a fair proportion of my time feeling overwhelmed.

Pulled in so many

We wish them every happiness
in their future lives together:
19 December Rebecca Coomber
and Allan Thurston

Funerals

Our sympathy goes to all
their relatives and friends:

Arthur Smith
Michael House

19 November
24 November

St John’s Book of Remembrance
To have a name entered, please
email office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk

directions, work, caring for the children, ensuring | am supporting our local community and
the wider humanity. So many things to consider in my head, am | doing enough to reduce
my carbon footprint? Am | eating healthily? Am | teaching my children important lessons?
For generations the earth has continued to spin at the same speed, time has continued to
be measured and passes without influence. And yet our lives become increasingly hectic,
our working days longer. There seems such urgency as we rush from one activity to
another, our minds almost moving on to the next task before we have finished the first. How
much enjoyment can we truly be getting when our mind has already moved on?

| could possibly be classed as outdated, but | feel that when | am with a colleague or a
friend, | should not to respond to my phone. | try not to let my mind wonder into the weekly
shopping list or the permission slip | need to complete for my daughter’s school trip. | try not
to think of the insurmountable list of things | need to get done before | collapse into bed.

Life, or my life at least, seems to have become a checklist of items to be done. Even a
telephone call to a friend or a small errand must be timetabled in to allow me to maximise
efficiency, every aspect micro managed. Louise Kirk
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ACCOUNTANT
Tax Returns, Tax Refunds, VAT, CIS, Payroll,
Self Employed, Sole Traders, Businesses,
Partnerships, Ltd Cos
01883 730314 / 07766 953705

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Renowned Caring Service
Private Chapels of Rest
Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry
A totally independent Family Concern
@ Oxted 730383 or Lingfield 01342 832534

APARTMENT - SLEEPS 2/3
Stunning views, near St John's church & station.
Self contained, fully equipped, private balcony.
Weekend/mid week/weekly let. Ideal for visiting
@712782  friends and family 07831 865530

BERNIE’S CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES
Reliable, for more information, please call:
a 01883 714832  or mobile 07905 793929

BILLY HERRING CARPENTRY REPAIR
Freelancer specialising in Listed buildings.
@ billyherring92@gmail.com or 07745 615136

CAMERON BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD
All aspects of general building undertaken

www.cameronservices.co.uk
Mobile 07855 894426 715856

CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED
www.chartfordstrees.co.uk
Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons
@ info@chartfordstrees.co.uk 01883 460160

CHOWLER DECORATIONS
All painting and wall coverings
35 years experience
@ info@chowler.co.uk 716450 / 07808 719383

CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE
REMOVALS
Collections & Deliveries / House Removals
Also House, Garden & Garage Clearance
Rinfo@psplogistics.co.uk 07850 970278/713807

CRABWOOD www.crabwood.co.uk
Small self-contained flats for independent
over 60s, affordable rents, unfurnished, gardens,
close to Oxted centre
a2 Greenoak Housing Office 01483 768856

DAY'S GARAGE
Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH§ 9BS
a 01883 730058

DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING
Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial

Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

o=
@

o=
@

= Contact Robert Dewdney 01959 439818
FAIRALLS
For all building materials
= www.fairalls.co.uk 742256
FIRST POST FENCING
Complete domestic fencing specialists
Fully insured
a 01883 717942 or mobile 07795 455667

www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Reliable professional service in the comfort
of your own home. Melissa Barford
07885 933032 or 01959 569292

GardenING Services
Regular maintenance to one-off tidying
Pruning and shaping a speciality
Friendly, reliable and tidy. References available.
@ Simon M:07936 285032 H:01883 712090

o=
a

GC ELECTRICAL SERVICES
24/7 Call Out Electrician
Domestic / Commercial, Fully Insured
NO JOB TOO SMALL
= Call Gary: 07933 392956
GEORGE NICHOLLS BUILDERS LTD
Building & Roofing Contractors. General
Building - Alterations - Home Extensions - Roof
Repairs - New Roofs. Over 25 years experience
@ info@gnbuilders.uk; 07850 850175 / 717062

GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS
All aspects of tree work
E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
@ Contact Stuart Rimmington 01959 561101

GUTTERS
Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations
@ Call John Mulley: 716245 / 07711 747640
Email John.mulley@yvirginmedia.com

HLH PAINTER & DECORATOR
Professional & friendly services. For your free
2 no obligation quote, call 07834 468835

HOTTER HOMES
Central Heating Specialists ~ T: 716116 /
@ 07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk

H>0 PLUMBING SERVICES
General plumbing, bathroom installations,
alterations, no job too small. Free quotes.
City & Guilds trained MI/RP
@  Richard - Mobile 07876 450420 712523
HURST GREEN BUSY BEES
PRE-SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL
Early learning in a homely environment
2 www.hurstgreenbusybees.com 722796
LT. AIDE
Computer services. Hardware & Software
Installation & troubleshooting. Virus removal.
Wired/wireless networking. Tuition.
= Mobile 07799 164993 714369
JACKSON-STOPS
National estate agents with local knowledge
2 www.jackson-stops.co.uk 712375
JEM HOME SERVICES
General House & Garden Maintenance
Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY
Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting
@ CallJon - Mobile 07906 029813 712905

KAVBRO BUILD LTD
Units S & T, Lambs Business Park
Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ
All Building Work Undertaken 722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk
224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green

=

= R Galloway, J Moses 712987
KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES
Betchworth Nags Hall

a www.knightsgardencentres.com 742275

LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD
www.labelleroofing.co.uk
All Aspects of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt,
Asphalt, Tiling mail@labelleroofing.co.uk
@ 01959 577797  Jason Mobile 07887 541499

TO ADVERTISE

Please e-mail: hgnewsad@gmail.com

LEE’S LOCKS
24 emergency locksmith. No call out charge.
Locks fitted to insurance BS3621. OAP discounts
= 01883 840042 or 07921 068564

LLC PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES
Refurbishments bathrooms/kitchens; Plumbing
@ and building maintenance 07903 490333

Lewisleeplumbingandheating@outlook.com

MGBuild
Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens...
Big enough to cope, small enough to care
07553 264254 01732 865066
www.mgbuild.net

=

MR COMPUTING LTD
Local mobile computer repair and maintenance
No fix, No fee & No Call-out charge
virus, internet, wireless, new PCs/laptops/tablets
2 Call Mark or Sue 730345

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Caroline Mee
NVQ Qualified, Fully Insured
High Quality Finish
= Mobile 07887 514915 717278
PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS
Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience
@ 01883723134 Email kkianco@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS
Pre-acquisition Surveys/Valuations/Party Wall
Matters. Huxley Chartered Surveyors
info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk

& 07834 118601/07725 971256/01883 672055

RH HEATING AND PLUMBING
Highly recommended local family business
offering installation, servicing and repairs

) 712714 or 07580 712714

SBS HEATING SERVICES
Boiler Servicing/Installation/Repair
Gas Safety Registration No 199283
Mobile 07801 427641 712268

B

STEPHEN GEAL
Painter & Decorator
All interior & exterior decorating
Fully insured
Mob. 07714403598 712727
STEVEN HAWKINS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Heating & plumbing services, bathroom
installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder
replacements. City & Guilds Gas Safe registered
2 Tel 01732 863183  Mob 07980 607491

STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE
Family owned & run; private chapel;

@  prepaid funeral plans; home visits 740123

SYCAMORE COURT
Oxted retirement apartments with services
24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,
laundry and lunches if required

2 www.sycamorecourt.co.uk 723500
T.C.HILLIER, Lawn Mower &
Garden Machinery service and repair
Local family run business
a t.c.hillier@btinternet.com 712355

W. A. TRUELOVE & SON LTD
Funeral Directors & Monumental Craftsmen
49 Station Road East, Oxted, RH8 0AX
An Independent Family Firm since 1885

= www.watltd.co.uk 732000
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