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shock and anxiety, then upsetting, unsettling, difficult, dark, lonely, 
restricting, frustrating, boring, disturbing, frightening; perhaps that is 
enough to be going on with.

Each of us may be described as being in the same boat, but that is only 
partly true as we all  are individuals and our circumstances are different.  
The pandemic year of 2020 will  have been easier to endure for some than 
others.  Couples in a good relationship have probably fared best, though 
like everyone missing family and friends has given rise to great sadness.  It 
surely, to generalise, must have been more difficult for those who live alone 
whatever age bracket they fall  into, or for families with children whether 
babies, toddlers, school age, teenagers, all  missing so much from their 
normal routines.  And there are those who have no work now and are 
suffering financially.  

In a way it is easy to list everything that made 2020 so hard to endure, but 
for our own well-being looking for what we can find positive in that 
upsetting year is really important.  I have found it a time of much reflection 
on my life and found many positives there.  Of course, everyone has joys 
and sorrows and the sorrows have to be acknowledged too, for they are as 
much part of us as the joys.  I imagine each of us has done their best to 
find a way to survive such a troubled time.  It is amazing how resourceful 
people become when the need arises.  Kindness and generosity, watching 
out for our family, friends and neighbours have all  become part of life.  If we 
have not been able to help physically, we have had the phone as an 
excellent option to make contact and share feelings with one another.  Also 
Zoom meetings and WhatsApp have been a lifeline for many.

There are many blessings to be thankful for, supermarkets, refuse 
collectors, take aways, postmen and not least the NHS.  We have a 
grandson who is a doctor, so we are well aware how hard it has been for 
front-line staff involved in the treating of Covid patients.   I have no magic 
answers for how to keep one’s spirits up, but I do believe that God has not 
deserted us and God’s healing love is ever with us.  We can be thankful for 
the imagination of so many in the ways they have found to help wherever it 
has been possible.  There are many well-known phrases that come to mind 
and have more than a ring of truth in them.  ‘All  hands on deck’ and ‘actions 
speak louder than words’ would surely feature and as my husband would 
say, 'fine words butter no parsnips’.   From the Old Testament ‘Be strong 
and of good courage; do not be afraid nor be dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.’  Joshua 1, v 9.   I hope many of you will 
find those words a comfort too.

Monica Fenton, Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary St John’s

The March issue of Hurst Green News will be published on 27 February 2021. Please send material for that issue, including items for the diary, no later than 
FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2021 to The Compiler: hgncompiler@gmail.com or 26 Orchard Way, Oxted, RH8 9DJ. The Compiler reserves the right to edit copy.  
The Hurst Green News is published by St John’s Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 1133107) as a church and community newsletter.

It is financed by advertisements and St John’s Parochial Church Council.

Live in Hope
Living in hope is probably the best we 
can do at the moment in the restrictive 
lockdown we are now in.  Our hope is for 
2020 to become history and life return to 
what we regard as normal.  For now we 
can only look at this global pandemic and 
what it has meant for us so far.  How 
many words can you think of to describe 
the year 2020?

To be honest, I think the list could be 
overwhelming.  Let’s make a start: firstly 

Save our frogs and toads!
Over the next few weeks you may catch sight 
of frogs and toads crossing the road near St 
John’s Church close to the junction between 
Church Way and Oast Road.

What are the differences between frogs and 
toads?  Frogs have smooth, moist skin and 
they aren’t slimy!  They tend to jump rather 
than crawl.  Toads, on the other hand, have 
drier skin.  They don’t need to spend their 
lives so close to water. They lumber about 
when they move, instead of hopping.

Both frogs and toads, known as amphibians, 
because they live partly on land and partly in 
the water, travel back each year to the pond 
where they were bred.  This happens in late 
winter/early spring, after it begins to get dark, 
often following a rainy day.  They don’t like 
the cold, so the temperature needs to be 
reasonably mild, otherwise they will  stay put 
in someone’s garden for a little longer, in their 
snug spot in the undergrowth, or a woodpile, 
or a hole in the ground.  Then, when the 
conditions seem right, they set out on their 
journey - and they don’t have any road sense!

So, from early or mid-
February until  early April 
there are likely to be frogs 
and toads trying to cross 
Church Way and Oast 
Road near the T-junction 
in the hours after dusk.  
While we have a Toad 
Patrol in place to help 
them   on   their   journey,

we don’t have enough people to cover the 
whole of each evening.  These little 
amphibians can be seen and avoided if we all 
drive slowly and carefully in that area.  Please 
help us to spare God’s creatures.

Many thanks from the Toad Patrol

The Oxted Team Advent Campaign

A huge thank you to all who have donated
to our Advent Campaign to support Welcare.  

Together we have raised £615 for the Families 
in Crisis fund.  This money will be used by 
Welcare to make an real difference to the

lives of families and children in our local area.  
If you would still like to donate, you can do so 
using this link https://bit.ly/StJWelcare2020.

For more information visit www.welcare.org.
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A handmade heart brings comfort
Pollards Oak WI member, Monica Fenton, 
who is part of the chaplaincy team at East 
Surrey Hospital, asked the committee if 
members might like to make small knitted or 
fabric hearts for the team as she had 
received a request from them that their 
supplies were running low.  This is a 
nationwide initiative taken up by many 
hospitals.  With so many Covid patients and 
others unable to have their families or loved 
ones visit them, two hearts are given out, one

to the patient and one to the family.  Holding their respective hearts 
while making video or phone calls helps them to feel  closer to each 
other and brings them comfort.  And when not in touch, the hearts 
are a tangible reminder of the love that links them.

The committee thought this was a lovely idea and when members 
were asked for help the response was brilliant.  Within about two 
weeks more than 100 hearts made from pretty fabrics were ready 
and Monica was able to take them to the hospital  and present them 
to the Revd Vlada Rakin, one of the Chaplains in the chaplaincy team.

The WI had a lovely letter back thanking them for the hearts, saying 
they were very popular with the patients and were very much 
appreciated.  Since then, Pollards Oak have made a further 88 
hearts for Monica to take to the hospital.  This appeal  even went 
beyond the WI: a bag of pink knitted hearts were made by a 
member’s neighbour who wanted to contribute to the collection and 
made 50!  The members are continuing to make more hearts and 
they will be giving these to Monica for the hospital in the New Year.

Jan Ward, Pollards Oak WI

HURST GREEN CHURCHES WELCOME YOU
Please check websites for up to date information, but at the time of writing:

St John's, Hurst Green is open for private prayer on Sundays and Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm.
Hurst Green Evangelical Church is offering online Sunday worship, prayer meetings and Bible studies during lockdown.

These are open to all and if you would like to be part of these times together, please contact Pastor@hgec.org.uk.

ST JOHN’S, CHURCH WAY
Rector: Anna Eltringham, 712674, 14 Oast Road
 (day off - Monday)
Assistant Priest:  Mary Seller, 715675, 11 Home Park
Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary: Monica Fenton, 715769
 www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM
All Saints' Church Chichele Road, Oxted - 627762
St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham
Parish Priest Fr Stephen, 713776
 www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

METHODIST CHURCH, HURSTLANDS
Minister Stephen Mares - 020 3719 4644

HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Pastor: Keith Dickson, 712017, Pastor@hgec.org.uk
 www.hgec.org.uk

OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
 The Church of the Peace of God 
 21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 730406
 oxtedurc@gmail.com
Minister: Graham Dadd, 07894 507467
 www.oxtedurc.org.uk

Hurst Green Garden Club
Maybe like me you grew up in a house with a 
coal  fire and ice on the bedroom windows.  
Even though the coal  was once a tree, the 
clinker is not much use in the garden except 
or paths and drives.  And maybe, like me, you now have 
a log fire as an extra source of heat in your house.  Don't 
waste the wood ash.  It is alkaline, but it can be used in 
the garden.  If you are on clay, which is probably in the 
middle of acid/alkaline conditions (do get a testing kit to 
find out), the ash can be dressed over the winter soil  and 
raked in.  But do keep it away from the fruit garden, 
roses, rhododendrons, and other acid liking plants.
Moving on to the garden, I am sure you have all pruned 
your wisterias and shrubs by now.  The snowdrop 
Ellwesii (my favourite) is the first to flower and is still  in 
flower after weeks with other varieties trying to catch up.  
Mixed with the cyclamen coums, it is a picture under the 
leafless trees. 
The pair of pigeons and collared doves have returned 
and are trying to sort out their previous nesting sites.  
Flocks of sparrows and blue tits come through twice a 
day joined by a mix of other birds for safety.  Don't forget 
they need water as much as we do, so have several 
dishes around the garden of different sizes and depths, 
for washing and drinking.  Keep them clean and ice free, 
as if you didn't have enough to do in your garden!
There is not much change in our Club programme for 
this year.  The January meeting was on Zoom and 
February was scheduled as a practical demonstration, 
so cannot now go ahead.  It took over two years to book 
the speaker we wanted for March but that now looks as 
if it will  have to be delayed till  next year.  With current 
Covid restrictions, we will  have to sort out the rest of this 
year's programme as best we can and we are now 
working on the 2022 programme too.     Brian Parrott

Counting the Birds
When I was a toddler my Uncle Peter used to take me 
out in my pushchair.  I still remember the thrill of him 
lifting me to see a robins’ nest in the bank with four 
white speckled eggs in it!  Later Uncle Peter taught 
me to recognise birds by their flight and thus a lifelong 
love of birds came about.

My late husband used to have a band of retired chaps to help 
maintain local woodlands.  I was with them one morning and I heard 
a marsh tit.  John, one of the men, said ‘Are you interested in 
birds?’ ‘Very much so’ I replied and he told me about the BTO 
(British Trust for Ornithology, www.bto.org).  I applied and was 
gratefully recruited - the more, the merrier seems to be the norm!

I keep a weekly check of common birds on one sheet of paper and 
less common on another.  Every 13 weeks an official  form is filled 
out and sent to  the BTO in Thetford, and I get a very interesting 
magazine four times a year, with the results of the surveys.

Sadly many once common species have declined 
rapidly - I haven’t recorded a house sparrow for several 
years.  And yet when we moved here 41 years ago, 
they nested in  the eaves and were a pest, eating our 
hens’ food!
My special visitor is a grey wagtail 
coming from the fast flowing stream 
at the bottom of the hill - so dainty.
I’ve been bird counting for 21 years.  Birds are 
fascinating; to get to  know their behaviour and 
interaction with each other is a real privilege.

Suzanne Hill, Old Oxted
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Delivering Hurst Green News
In normal  times, a group of volunteers ‘fold’ each printed edition into A5 size and these 
copies are put into bags which our trusty deliverers pick up from the church and deliver 
to each household in Hurst Green - that’s over 2,700 copies.  For Covid reasons, we’re 
no longer able to gather to fold each edition and, as the church isn’t open every day, we 
now leave the unfolded copies in a waterproof box outside the church for our deliverers 
to collect.  It’s not a very exact science as some of our deliverers are not able to  help at 
the moment, for a variety of reasons, but we’re supported by others who like to add a 
sense of purpose to their daily exercise so will pick up a supply and deliver those for us.  
We have a list of roads so that people can see what’s being covered but we do realise 
that it’s possible for some roads to get overlooked.  We apologise if that has happened 
to you and it wasn’t helped by Storm  Bella last month who blew the box open, scattered 
the newsletters all  over the church grounds and they got so wet they became unusable!  
We’re trying our best and think that we usually manage to deliver to 85% of households 
which isn’t too bad in the circumstances.  But if your road is missing out, please do 
come to the church and from around the 25th of each month, you will  find a big plastic 
box outside holding copies of the newsletter - grab enough for your road and tick the list 
so we know it’s been covered.  Many thanks.

East Surrey Walkers
We were hoping that following the November lockdown we would be able to 
restore our walks programme.  Sadly this was not to be and the imposition 
of  the  Tier 4  status  on  our  area  has  unfortunately forced us to continue

the suspension.  East Surrey Walkers will recommence the programme of walks as 
soon as we are permitted and you can check the walks available on our website 
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk.
Walking provides opportunities to view nature up close and occasionally we witness an 
odd occurrence.  Imagine the surprise of a small group of our walkers who came across 
a man attempting to shepherd a swan along a footpath.  On asking, the ‘swanherd’ 
explained that the swan was a female (pen) and had lived with her partner (cob) on a 
nearby lake for a number of years.  In recent times the couple had begun to  argue and 
the pen reacted by ‘walking out’.  She would set off at a significant swan walking /
waddling pace.  This has occurred on several  occasions and she uses the same route 
to leave the lake and chooses not to fly.  It seems that having made her point she 
reinforces it by apparently only reluctantly returning to the lake when guided by the 
kindly man.  Harmony is restored in the short term until the
next lovers’ tiff when she goes off on another walk.
Perhaps we are not the only species that finds a walk can help us to
manage problems as well as providing physical fitness and pleasure?

Hurst Green Evangelical Church
Have you any pictures of events or 
people connected with Hurst Green 

Evangelical Church from years
gone by?  We are in the process of 

developing a new website and would 
like to feature an extensive gallery of 

images from the Church’s past.
If you have any photos you feel are 

appropriate for us to use, these
would be very much appreciated.   

Anecdotes about the Church would 
also be very welcome.

Please send any contributions to 
pastor@hgec.org.uk.  Hard copies 

may be sent to 75 Hurst Green Road, 
Hurst Green, Oxted, RH8 9AJ.  We 

will scan any photographs and return 
the original to the owner, so please 

remember to include your name
and address.  Thank you.

Would you like to write an article for us?
Hurst Green News is normally full of articles 
promoting local events, e.g. WI meetings, 

gardening clubs, school open days or jumble 
sales.  Obviously, with Covid restrictions and, 

at the time of writing, the third lockdown, 
most of these events have stopped.

This, in turn, means it’s getting harder to fill 
the column space!  We really want to keep 

publishing as we receive lots of positive 
feedback and it’s lovely to be able to reach 
out to the community, but we really would 
appreciate some help with new articles.
So, if you’ve ever fancied writing a short 

piece (around 250 words or shorter if that’s 
too daunting) or a poem, we would love to 

hear from you.  The subject is entirely up to 
you.  Please have a go.  Send your articles 

to hgncompiler@gmail.com.
There is no deadline as we will use the 

articles as and when there is space.

PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals

Our sympathy goes to all
his relatives and friends:

 23 December Terry Stent
St John’s Book of Remembrance

To have a name entered, please email 
office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk

St Agatha’s Hall
To enquire about booking, contact the

Booking Administrator:
07586 863079 or

aggieshall@gmail.com
or complete the form on the website:

stagathashall.weebly.com/
contact.html

Oxted Band: www.oxtedband.co.uk
The pandemic has affected all aspects of our lives, and 2020 was a year like  no 
other in the history of the Band, which marks its 120th anniversary in 2021.  We 
were unable to meet for rehearsals from  early March, although we did get a few 
‘blow ins’ at Holland  Sports Ground in September and October, before Lockdown 2 
took that off the agenda.  Just before the second lockdown, six of us gathered at 
St Peter’s Church in Limpsfield, where we usually participate in  the church’s 
Remembrance Service, to  record some hymns and the National  Anthem  along with 
Last Post and Reveille for St Peter’s Church  and St John’s Church, where we hold 
our concerts, to use in their online  services on Remembrance Sunday.  Some of 
us also played the Last Post on our doorstep, either on Remembrance Sunday, or 
at 11am on 11 November.

In  December some members 
met at St John’s Church, 
despite the rain, to  play and 
record carols.  The weather, 
and  some members living in 
tier 3  areas being excluded, 
meant our ranks were a little 
depleted, but the group played 
on for an hour of Christmas music.  Unfortunately, this was the  final time we could 
gather in this way as Surrey went in to tier 3 and then tier 4 restrictions, and carol 
playing sessions we had been  asked to  assist with  at St John’s Church and East 
Surrey Hospital had to be cancelled.

We plan to hold our usual  Spring, Autumn and Christmas 
Concerts at St John’s Church this year, hopefully adding 
other dates as restrictions (fingers crossed!) begin to lift.  
There  are currently no plans for celebratory events for the 
Band's 120th anniversary in 2021 as we had hoped.  We may 
just have to wait and celebrate 125 years instead!
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ACCOUNTANT
Tax Returns, Tax Refunds, VAT, CIS, Payroll, 

Self Employed, Sole Traders, Businesses, 
Partnerships, Ltd Cos

 01883 730314 /  07766 953705

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Renowned Caring Service

Private Chapels of Rest
 Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry

A totally independent Family Concern
     Oxted 730383   or Lingfield  01342 832534

APARTMENT - SLEEPS 2/3
Stunning views, near St John's church & station.
Self contained, fully equipped, private balcony.

Weekend/mid week/weekly let. Ideal for visiting
712782      friends and family    07831 865530

BERNIE’S CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES
Reliable, for more information, please call:

       01883 714832      or mobile 07905 793929

BILLY HERRING CARPENTRY REPAIR
Freelancer specialising in Listed buildings.

 billyherring92@gmail.com or 07745 615136

CAMERON BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD

All aspects of general building undertaken
www.cameronservices.co.uk

         Mobile 07855 894426    715856

CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED
www.chartfordstrees.co.uk

Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons
  info@chartfordstrees.co.uk   01883 460160

CHOWLER DECORATIONS
All painting and wall coverings

35 years experience 
 info@chowler.co.uk 716450 / 07808 719383

CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE 
REMOVALS

Collections & Deliveries / House Removals
Also House, Garden & Garage Clearance

info@psplogistics.co.uk 07850 970278/713807

CRABWOOD www.crabwood.co.uk
Small self-contained flats for independent

over 60s, affordable rents, unfurnished, gardens, 
close to Oxted centre

         Greenoak Housing Office  01483 768856

DAY'S GARAGE
Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 9BS

           01883 730058

DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING
Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial

Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

         Contact Robert Dewdney   01959 439818

FAIRALLS
For all building materials

          www.fairalls.co.uk           742256

FIRST POST FENCING
Complete domestic fencing specialists

Fully insured
           01883 717942  or mobile 07795 455667

www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Reliable professional service in the comfort

of your own home.  Melissa Barford
  07885 933032      or 01959 569292

GardenING Services
Regular maintenance to one-off tidying

Pruning and shaping a speciality
Friendly, reliable and tidy.  References available.
 Simon    M:07936 285032    H:01883 712090

GCE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
24/7 Call Out Electrician

Domestic / Commercial, Fully Insured
NO JOB TOO SMALL

         Call Gary:     07933 392956

GEORGE NICHOLLS BUILDERS LTD
Building & Roofing Contractors.  General

Building - Alterations - Home Extensions - Roof 
Repairs - New Roofs. Over 25 years experience
 info@gnbuilders.uk; 07850 850175 / 717062

GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS
All aspects of tree work

E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk

     Contact Stuart Rimmington   01959 561101

GUTTERS
Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations

  Call John Mulley:    716245  /  07711 747640
Email John.mulley@virginmedia.com

HLH PAINTER & DECORATOR
Professional & friendly services.  For your free

     no obligation quote,   call   07834 468835

HOTTER HOMES
Central Heating Specialists       T: 716116 / 

 07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk

H2O PLUMBING SERVICES
General plumbing, bathroom installations,
alterations, no job too small.  Free quotes.

City & Guilds trained MI/RP
       Richard - Mobile  07876 450420    712523

HURST GREEN BUSY BEES
PRE-SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL

Early learning in a homely environment
         www.hurstgreenbusybees.com   722796

I.T. AIDE
Computer services.  Hardware & Software 

Installation & troubleshooting.  Virus removal.
Wired/wireless networking.  Tuition. 

        Mobile 07799 164993         714369

JACKSON-STOPS
National estate agents with local knowledge

   www.jackson-stops.co.uk     712375

JEM HOME SERVICES
General House & Garden Maintenance

Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY
Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting

    Call Jon  -  Mobile  07906 029813    712905

KAVBRO BUILD LTD
Units S & T, Lambs Business Park

Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ
           All Building Work Undertaken   722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk 

224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green
          R Galloway, J Moses         712987

KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES
   Betchworth    Nags Hall
       www.knightsgardencentres.com  742275

LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD
www.labelleroofing.co.uk

All Aspects of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt, 
Asphalt, Tiling     mail@labelleroofing.co.uk

 01959 577797      Jason Mobile 07887 541499

LEE’S LOCKS
24 emergency locksmith.   No call out charge.

Locks fitted to insurance BS3621. OAP discounts
         01883 840042    or  07921 068564

LLC PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES 
Refurbishments bathrooms/kitchens; Plumbing 
    and building maintenance  07903 490333

Lewisleeplumbingandheating@outlook.com 

MGBuild
 Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens…
Big enough to cope, small enough to care

     07553 264254    01732 865066
www.mgbuild.net

MR COMPUTING LTD
Local mobile computer repair and maintenance

No fix, No fee & No Call-out charge
virus, internet, wireless, new PCs/laptops/tablets
"   Call Mark or Sue     730345

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Caroline Mee

NVQ Qualified, Fully Insured
High Quality Finish

        Mobile 07887 514915         717278

PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS
Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience

      01883 723134     Email kkianco@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS
Pre-acquisition Surveys/Valuations/Party Wall 

Matters.  Huxley Chartered Surveyors
info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk

 07834 118601/07725 971256/01883 672055

RH HEATING AND PLUMBING
Highly recommended local family business
offering installation, servicing and repairs

        712714        or  07580 712714

SBS HEATING SERVICES
Boiler Servicing/Installation/Repair
Gas Safety Registration No 199283

      Mobile  07801 427641          712268

STEPHEN GEAL
Painter & Decorator

All interior & exterior decorating
Fully insured

     Mob. 07714403598 712727

STEVEN HAWKINS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

Heating & plumbing services, bathroom 
installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder 

replacements.  City & Guilds Gas Safe registered
        Tel  01732 863183      Mob 07980 607491

STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE
Family owned & run; private chapel;

       prepaid funeral plans; home visits  740123

SYCAMORE COURT
Oxted retirement apartments with services

24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,
laundry and lunches if required

  www.sycamorecourt.co.uk      723500

T.C.HILLIER, Lawn Mower &
Garden Machinery service and repair

Local family run business 
      t.c.hillier@btinternet.com     712355

W. A. TRUELOVE & SON LTD
Funeral Directors & Monumental Craftsmen

49 Station Road East, Oxted, RH8 0AX
An Independent Family Firm since 1885

        www.watltd.co.uk      732000

TO ADVERTISE
Please e-mail: hgnewsad@gmail.com
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