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In the midst of death

In December | received the sweetest mini
living Christmas tree in the post from a
friend. It had cute lights and decorations to
make and colour and looked lovely on the
kitchen table. Even better, the blurb
claimed it could be re-potted after
Christmas and would be a slightly less mini
Christmas tree next year to bring indoors.

Well, I've only just got round to re-potting it.
It's sat outside in the porch waiting for its
owner to be so inclined to do a bit of
gardening but now it is in a much bigger
pot. My experience of Christmas trees in pots in the past does not give
me much hope. Currently the top looks quite lush, but the bottom
branches are looking a little sad. So we will see.

A few weeks ago | heard someone describing that the best time to plant
a bare sapling was the start of the winter. And one thing that does give
me a seed of hope is that the person said if the tree is doing what it
should be doing, it will look dead. There shouldn't be buds on it or signs
of new growth until the spring, because in the winter all the work and
effort is going into the roots. | remember a neighbour planting a new
hazel hedge a few years back. And it is true. The little trees didn't look
up to much with a few stray, brown leaves. But now a few years later it is
a flourishing hedge.

We are coming to the end of Lent, and Easter is on the horizon. Jesus
was crucified on a dead tree and laid to rest in a cold tomb. But out of
sight, when family, friends and followers had given up hope; something
was stirring, because God's love is just so strong. So much so that the
living Jesus burst forth from the tomb in the early hours of a new day,
heralding a new dawn for all humankind and a new life for those who
believe and put their faith in him.

This last year we may have felt like a bit of a dead tree without much
sign of new life. But is that really the case? This Lent, and in the months
that preceded it, | am sure the beginnings of something new have been
stirring deep within, even if you know it not, or even when life has been
like death for some. | believe that is God's Holy Spirit at work that will
bring about some kind of new birth in you in the months to come.

So keep your eyes open for hints that something new is coming to birth.
Just as we see tiny shoots and buds of new beginnings at this time of
year, what new idea, venture, relationship or chapter is starting to bud
into life in you? And perhaps you could do a bit more than | have with
my mini Christmas tree to nurture and care for yourself and whatever is
at work within you, that it may blossom and flourish into something
exciting and beautiful.

With Easter love, life and prayers,

Revd Canon Anna Eltringham, Oxted Team Rector
St John’s Hurst Green and St George’s Crowhurst

Hurst Green Village Fair

For obvious reasons, the Village Fair could not
take place last year — the first time there hasn’t
been a Fair for over 40 years! At the time of
writing, it is still uncertain as to whether there
will be a Fair this year in September, but if it is
to have a chance, the committee needs to start
working on the idea now. And this is where they
need your help. A few members of the
committee are hoping to step down and they
therefore need some new volunteers. Is this
something you may be interested in? The
Village Fair is a wonderful opportunity to
showcase our community and everyone who
works on it says how much they enjoy it.

If this is something you may

be interested in, please email
hgvfair@hotmail.co.uk or leave
a message on our Facebook page.

Can you deliver some envelopes
on your daily walk?

Subject to COVID restrictions at the time, we
would like to re-instate the collection for
Christian Aid - a truly worthwhile charity. The
difference this year is that we are JUST
DELIVERING ENVELOPES and NOT returning
to knock on doors to collect.

Therefore, we need volunteers to walk the
streets of Hurst Green popping envelopes
through doors from 3 to 17 May. The envelopes
will be in a box on the doorstep by St John's
Church together with a list of roads, a pencil
and how many each road needs. There will be
collection points around Hurst Green.

So, if you can help,
let me know or just
open the box, tick a
road and get walking.

Many thanks, Debbi Harris
01883 730364 / harris540@btinternet.com

Rubbish and recycling changes

From 5 April the recycling, rubbish and food
waste collection is changing. The cycle will stay
the same, with one week recycling and the next
week general household waste - and food waste

will still be collected every week.

For most households, food waste will be
collected on the same day as recycling or
rubbish but by a separate vehicle. The day your
bins are emptied may change. You can check
this at www.tandridge.gov.uk/checkmybinday

The May issue of Hurst Green News will be published on 24 April 2021. Please send material for that issue, including items for the diary, no later than
FRIDAY 9 APRIL 2021 to The Compiler: hgncompiler@gmail.com or 26 Orchard Way, Oxted, RH8 9DJ. The Compiler reserves the right to edit copy.
The Hurst Green News is published by St John’s Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 1133107) as a church and community newsletter.

It is financed by advertisements and St John’s Parochial Church Council.
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HURST GREEN CHURCHES WELCOME YOU

St John's is open for private prayer on Sundays and Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm.
See below for future plans, including Holy Week and Easter. Please check websites for other churches.

ST JOHN’S, CHURCH WAY

Rector:
(day off - Monday)

Assistant Priest: Mary Seller, 715675, 11 Home Park

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary: Monica Fenton, 715769
www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM

All Saints' Church Chichele Road, Oxted - 627762
St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham
Parish Priest Fr Stephen, 713776

www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

Anna Eltringham, 712674, 14 Oast Road

METHODIST CHURCH, HURSTLANDS
Minister Stephen Mares - 020 3719 4644

HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Pastor: Keith Dickson, 712017, Pastor@hgec.org.uk
www.hgec.org.uk

OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

The Church of the Peace of God
21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 730406
oxtedurc@gmail.com

Graham Dadd, 07894 507467
www.oxtedurc.org.uk

Minister:

Holy Week and Easter
at St John’s Church

We hope very much to be able to have
~> a phased return to services at St
John’s in the coming weeks and our
- plans are described here, but we hope
‘ M') you understand that these may have to

" be altered at short notice.

During the various lockdowns, we have collaborated with
other churches in the Oxted Team (St Mary’s in Oxted,
St Peter’s in Tandridge and St George’s in Crowhurst) to
create innovative and engaging online services which
we stream on YouTube (just enter ‘St John’s Hurst
Green’ in the search field and you will see some of our
recent services). The services go live at 9.30am on a
Sunday but you can catch up at any time. These online
services are going to continue until mid-May, so please
do join us if you would like.

Obviously, Easter is a very important part of the church
year and last year we were in full lockdown and it felt
very strange. This year, we are planning a number of
events including:

Palm Sunday. 28 March: A box containing palm
crosses will be available outside the church and we
invite you to come along and help yourself to one.

Holy Week, 28 March - 4 April: The church will be
open each day from 10am - 4pm for private prayer.

There will be some artwork stationed around the church
with prayer cards to enable you to reflect and pray.
There will also be opportunities for daily prayer online
during the week; please see our website or email
office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk for details.

Maundy Thursday, 1 April, and Good Friday, 2 April:
There will be short online reflections available via

YouTube at 9.30am on these days. Please email
office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk for the link (or just search on
YouTube). They will be available to view at a later date
should you wish.

Easter Day. 4 April: We are planning to hold an
outdoor service in the grounds of St John’s which will
start at 10.30am. It will be short, but please bring a chair
with you if you are not able to stand for half an hour or
so. Parking may be restricted (so that we can safely
space people in the grounds, so please walk if you can).

Some time after Easter, we hope to be able to resume
our 8am Holy Communion service together with an
outdoor service for all ages at 10.30am. And we hope to
be able to return to indoor services at 9.30am from mid-
May. Obviously, things can change at short notice, so
please check our website www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk
or email office@stjhurstgreen.co.ukfor the latest
developments.

Hurst Green Gardening Club

By now you may have realised that | know very little about
gardening. For me, it is all about being in the garden - what you do
there is secondary. The endless magazines and articles are
prepared long before you can read them, so just pretend you are
Prince Charles and the plants will tell you what they need and when.
You are just the middle man. My enjoyment from moving potted
plants into my reorganised front garden on a warm, spring-like day
was somewhat spoilt by an overnight frost of minus 3 degrees. And,
perhaps | was too hasty in removing the garden tap insulation.

Plants want to grow, so wait until the weeds are showing (I quite like
celandines, the black leaf brazen hussy variety in particular). Keep
your compost bags and full watering cans in a warm spot. You may
like a cold bath, but your plants don't.

| have two compost bins of the plastic dustbin type. It takes our
small household about a year to fill one with domestic stuff. Now
that it is full, | have emptied the second bin which will now be ready
for spreading. The contents of the first bin are then moved into the
empty second bin, which will break up the partially rotted contents to
be ready next year. | do much the same with the masses of oak
leaves which cover my garden. If you know anyone who keeps pigs
I will have lots of acorns in the autumn.

Last month, | mentioned the purple crocuses which were out around
the village. | hope you may have seen some in your lockdown walks.
Several of you ask me about them. So what has this to do with
Rotary? In 1985 Rotary International Clubs throughout the world
started a fundraising programme to eradicate Polio and they raised
$2.1 billion, with help from Bill Gates and others, to
vaccinate children around the world. In 2020 Africa was declared
polio free. There are still pockets in other countries, mainly those
where armed conflict prevents access for humanitarian teams.

When each child is vaccinated, a purple mark is made
on their finger as a record. Thus the purple crocuses
planted by Rotary Clubs around the UK are a
reminder of this significant achievement. Brian Parrott

> HURST GREEN

(DINGERS

We have a lovely programme of music which we will be singing that
includes standards of the choral repertoire (Parry — | was Glad, My
Soul, There is a Country; Stanford — Beati Quorum Via; Vaughan
Williams — Linden Lea and Holst — Nunc Dimittis). These sessions
will run like rehearsals in that our musical director will be teaching
and conducting. Singers, however, will be on mute when singing
because of the latency issues, but at least you don’t have to worry
that anyone can hear you!

Hurst Green Singers will be hosting four
choral sessions via Zoom after Easter.

We start on Tuesday 13 April at 8pm for four weeks and each
session lasts approximately one hour. We can provide copies of the
music for you either to print or use on your tablet. The cost for the
four sessions is £10.

If you are interested in participating, please email
hurstgreensingers@gmail.com for further details.
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Crowhurst Almshouse Vacancy

A one bedroom, self-contained, single
storey, terraced cottage suitable for
single occupancy, is available from
spring 2021 in Crowhurst, Lingdfield.
Applicants should either be living in the
Parish of Crowhurst or surrounding
Parishes or have links to the area.
Unfortunately, the cottage is unsuitable
for wheelchair users. It should be
noted that the cottage is in a rural area
with very limited public transport so the
successful resident will need their own
transport. It has a shared garden.
Applicants must be able to live
independently.

In the first instance, please contact the
Clerk to the Trustees for an application
form: crowhurstcharities@yahoo.com
or in writing to 1 Brick Kiln Cottages,

[h WI Pollards Oak WI
e Wow, we will be 70 years old in June! Pollards Oak are part of the Surrey

INSPIRING WOMEN Federation of WIs and were formed in 1951. Our home has always been
in Hurst Green and just recently we have moved to lovely new premises, the York Rooms
in St John’s Church in Hurst Green. We are very much looking forward to meeting up
again on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45pm when we are ‘allowed’. Until that
time we are embracing zoom with all that it entails. Our monthly meetings are on zoom
as are our social meet-ups. And ‘yes’ dare | say ‘we are getting very good at it’!

We are a lively, but warm and caring group of women with a wide variety of age ranges
and interests. Our aim is to provide a group that meets to hear interesting speakers and
demonstrators, socialise and have outings. We were very close to finalising an outing to
‘Beyond the Seams’, a look behind the scenes at the costume Studios of Strictly Come
Dancing. Sadly the Covid pandemic cancelled that. Maybe again in the future. We have
additional small groups who meet for theatre trips, dining out, books, scrabble and craft.

Visitors and new members are always welcome to join us at any meeting. If you have
been thinking about it, why not contact me, Carole Wade, 01883 713867 / 07961 486853
or Jan Ward, 01883 712143 / 07776 310093, Treasurer. It would be nice to meet you.

Carole Wade President Why | belong to WI

| do not bake, | don’t make jam | love the camaraderie,
Crowhurst Lane End, Oxted RH3 ONT. Can’t remember the words to 'Jerusalem’  The warmth and laughter, the company,
Applications will be reviewed and then|| I'm not too fond of drinking tea - The underlying caring shown
suitable applicants will be called for|| More a glass of wine or a coffee for me. For one another. How I've grown
interview with the Trustees. So what am | doing in WI? To love being part of WI!
The Woodhouse Centre For growing plants | have no skill. | enjoy hearing speakers on topics various.
A Special General Meeting My knitting ngedles have long lain still. Sorr_1e are.informative, other_s hilarious
ﬁ was held in February in | couldn’t invite you round to sup - | enjoy being one of the 'ladies who lunch’
. | don’t own a single china cup! I've made lots of friends so thanks a bunch
: Wh'C.h new Trustees and So what am | doing in WI? For welcoming me to WI.
Officers were elected.
The centre will be celebrating its 50th || My image of what | ought to be, So if you're a lady like me out there
anniversary this year and hopes to be And be able to dO, was all wrong you see. Who thinks WI is not for her,
able to put on several events once | don’t fit the stereotypical frame Just give it a try and you will see
the pandemic restrictions are lifted. Of a busy and talented domestic dame. That it's well worthwhile and then, like me,
Details will be published in due course. So what am | doing in WI? You’ll know what you’re doing in WI.
East Surrey Walkers Watery walks

qy"“ SUQ"Q The restrictions in place
: at the time of writing still
preclude ESW from
2~ implementing our walks
Wa keR® programme. However,

the Government ‘Road Map’ gives us

cause for optimism that our group walks

will recommence in the near future.

We will publish details on our website
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk

Whilst our local rivers would not interest the kayaker, the walker can
find a number of delightful brooks that will not fail to entrance,
especially in late spring and summer. Here are five of my favourites, in
reverse order. Each of these can be incorporated into a longer walk.

5. Crooked River and Kent Brook

How many know that we have the splendidly named Crooked River on our doorstep?
On the road to Moat Farm from Grants Lane, take the footpath south towards
Stockenden Farm and in 600 metres you arrive at a bridge and ford crossing Crooked
River. You can continue for a 3-mile circular walk taking in the beautiful Stockenden
Farm, across Crooked River again at Couldens Farm and then crossing the county

Request for articles
If you've ever fancied writing a short
piece (say around 250 words - or
shorter if that's too daunting) or a
poem, we would love to hear from you.
The subject is entirely up to you.

Send your article to
hgncompiler@gmail.com.
There is no deadline as we
will use the articles as and

when there is space.

boundary as you pass over Kent Brook on the path to Guildables Park Farm. Then
head north towards Trevereux, crossing Kent Brook once more before turning west and
passing Moat Farm back to your starting point.

4. The River Eden between Foyle Farm and Pound Farm, Crowhurst
Take the ancient farm track that heads south from Foyle Farm towards Crowhurst.
After the track comes to an end you enter a field where a bridge crosses the River
Eden now faster moving and with delightful sandy banks. A perfect spot for a summer
picnic.

3. The River Eden between Popes Lane and Foyle Farm
Just over half a mile from Merle Common along Popes Lane as the road
turns sharp right, a footpath on your left takes you south towards Foyle
Farm. Hidden in the far corner of the large field is a footbridge over the

PARISH REGISTERS

Funerals
Our sympathy goes to all
their relatives and friends:

1 March Lilian Staples
30 March Marion Heasman

St John’s Book of Remembrance
To have a name entered, please email
office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk

River Eden at a spot full of wild flowers where you may spot a kingfisher.

2. The River Eden on the footpath between Bombers and Oldhouse Farms
Splendidly remote and as far from roads as it is possible to be in our area. The nearest
parking of sorts is at Crowhurst church, one mile away. An idyllic spot in summer.

1. Gibbs Brook, Tandridge

My favourite is also one of the most accessible. Walk south from Tandridge village
passing the school on your right. Just behind the village sign you will find a footpath on
your right. Follow this for 200 metres into a quiet copse where a footbridge crosses
Gibbs Brook. A perfect place to spend a lazy summer afternoon with a good book and
the water passing underneath your feet. Michael Harman
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ACCOUNTANT
Tax Returns, Tax Refunds, VAT, CIS, Payroll,
Self Employed, Sole Traders, Businesses,
Partnerships, Ltd Cos
01883 730314 / 07766 953705

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Renowned Caring Service
Private Chapels of Rest
Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry
A totally independent Family Concern
@ Oxted 730383 or Lingfield 01342 832534

APARTMENT - SLEEPS 2/3
Stunning views, near St John's church & station.
Self contained, fully equipped, private balcony.
Weekend/mid week/weekly let. Ideal for visiting
@712782  friends and family 07831 865530

BERNIE’S CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES
Reliable, for more information, please call:
a 01883 714832  or mobile 07905 793929

BILLY HERRING CARPENTRY REPAIR
Freelancer specialising in Listed buildings.
@ billyherring92@gmail.com or 07745 615136

CAMERON BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD
All aspects of general building undertaken

www.cameronservices.co.uk
Mobile 07855 894426 715856

CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED
www.chartfordstrees.co.uk
Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons
@ info@chartfordstrees.co.uk 01883 460160

CHOWLER DECORATIONS
All painting and wall coverings
35 years experience
@ info@chowler.co.uk 716450 / 07808 719383

CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE
REMOVALS
Collections & Deliveries / House Removals
Also House, Garden & Garage Clearance
Rinfo@psplogistics.co.uk 07850 970278/713807

CRABWOOD www.crabwood.co.uk
Small self-contained flats for independent
over 60s, affordable rents, unfurnished, gardens,
close to Oxted centre
a2 Greenoak Housing Office 01483 768856

DAY'S GARAGE
Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH§ 9BS
a 01883 730058

DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING
Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial

Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

o=
@

o=
@

= Contact Robert Dewdney 01959 439818
FAIRALLS
For all building materials
= www.fairalls.co.uk 742256
FIRST POST FENCING
Complete domestic fencing specialists
Fully insured
a 01883 717942 or mobile 07795 455667

www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Reliable professional service in the comfort
of your own home. Melissa Barford
07885 933032 or 01959 569292

GardenING Services
Regular maintenance to one-off tidying
Pruning and shaping a speciality
Friendly, reliable and tidy. References available.
@ Simon M:07936 285032 H:01883 712090

o=
a

GCE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
24/7 Call Out Electrician
Domestic / Commercial, Fully Insured
NO JOB TOO SMALL
= Call Gary: 07933 392956
GEORGE NICHOLLS BUILDERS LTD
Building & Roofing Contractors. General
Building - Alterations - Home Extensions - Roof
Repairs - New Roofs. Over 25 years experience
@ info@gnbuilders.uk; 07850 850175 / 717062

GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS
All aspects of tree work
E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
@ Contact Stuart Rimmington 01959 561101

GUTTERS
Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations
@ Call John Mulley: 716245 / 07711 747640
Email John.mulley@yvirginmedia.com

HLH PAINTER & DECORATOR
Professional & friendly services. For your free
2 no obligation quote, call 07834 468835

HOTTER HOMES
Central Heating Specialists ~ T: 716116 /
@ 07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk

H>0 PLUMBING SERVICES
General plumbing, bathroom installations,
alterations, no job too small. Free quotes.
City & Guilds trained MI/RP
@  Richard - Mobile 07876 450420 712523
HURST GREEN BUSY BEES
PRE-SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL
Early learning in a homely environment
2 www.hurstgreenbusybees.com 722796
LT. AIDE
Computer services. Hardware & Software
Installation & troubleshooting. Virus removal.
Wired/wireless networking. Tuition.
= Mobile 07799 164993 714369
JACKSON-STOPS
National estate agents with local knowledge
2 www.jackson-stops.co.uk 712375
JEM HOME SERVICES
General House & Garden Maintenance
Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY
Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting
@ CallJon - Mobile 07906 029813 712905

KAVBRO BUILD LTD
Units S & T, Lambs Business Park
Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ
All Building Work Undertaken 722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk
224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green

=

= R Galloway, J Moses 712987
KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES
Betchworth Nags Hall

a www.knightsgardencentres.com 742275

LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD
www.labelleroofing.co.uk
All Aspects of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt,
Asphalt, Tiling mail@labelleroofing.co.uk
@ 01959 577797  Jason Mobile 07887 541499

TO ADVERTISE

Please e-mail: hgnewsad@gmail.com

LEE’S LOCKS
24 emergency locksmith. No call out charge.
Locks fitted to insurance BS3621. OAP discounts
= 01883 840042 or 07921 068564

LLC PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES
Refurbishments bathrooms/kitchens; Plumbing
@ and building maintenance 07903 490333

Lewisleeplumbingandheating@outlook.com

MGBuild
Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens...
Big enough to cope, small enough to care
07553 264254 01732 865066
www.mgbuild.net

=

MR COMPUTING LTD
Local mobile computer repair and maintenance
No fix, No fee & No Call-out charge
virus, internet, wireless, new PCs/laptops/tablets
2 Call Mark or Sue 730345

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Caroline Mee
NVQ Qualified, Fully Insured
High Quality Finish
Mobile 07887 514915

PAUL'S MOBILE BARBERS
Local barber, enhanced DBS, 30 years experience
@  bringing the barbers to you 07717 307169

PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS
Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience
@ 01883723134 Email kkianco@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS
Pre-acquisition Surveys/Valuations/Party Wall
Matters. Huxley Chartered Surveyors
info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk

@ 07834 118601/07725 971256/01883 672055

RH HEATING AND PLUMBING
Highly recommended local family business
offering installation, servicing and repairs
712714 or 07580 712714

SBS HEATING SERVICES
Boiler Servicing/Installation/Repair
Gas Safety Registration No 199283
Mobile 07801 427641 712268

STEPHEN GEAL
Painter & Decorator
All interior & exterior decorating
Fully insured
Mob. 07714403598

STEVEN HAWKINS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Heating & plumbing services, bathroom
installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder
replacements. City & Guilds Gas Safe registered
= Tel 01732 863183  Mob 07980 607491

STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE
Family owned & run; private chapel;
@  prepaid funeral plans; home visits 740123

SYCAMORE COURT
Oxted retirement apartments with services
24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,
laundry and lunches if required

= 717278

=

712727

B

2 www.sycamorecourt.co.uk 723500
T.C.HILLIER, Lawn Mower &
Garden Machinery service and repair
Local family run business
= t.c.hillier@btinternet.com 712355

W. A. TRUELOVE & SON LTD
Funeral Directors & Monumental Craftsmen
49 Station Road East, Oxted, RH8 0AX
An Independent Family Firm since 1885

a www.watltd.co.uk 732000
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