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May the Force
(of Nature)
Be with You!

If I have learned one thing over my
working years and this past lockdown
year, it is that a sense of humour really
helps to keep one going. One of my
ex-pupils used to be so excited to say
‘May the FOURTH be with you’ on
May 4th each year. It still makes me
chortle.
Did you know that Lewis
Carroll invented ‘chortle’ in his poem
Jabberwocky, still one of my favourites
- ‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves did
gyre and gimble in the wabe; all
mimsy were the borogoves and the
mome raths outgrabe’.
The hero,
‘beamish boy’, manages to slay the
Jabberwock, to the delight of his father who ‘chortled in his joy’.
Maybe you have had your Jab - we hope so, and that we might soon
be ‘galumphing back’ to some sort of normality. My friend posted on
Facebook that he had his ‘Jabberwock’ and reassured me that his
borogoves were still mimsy!
May should hopefully see larger groups of us being able to meet and
indulge in indoor sports or watching performances and large events.
How we have missed them. However, haven’t we had the space and
time to enjoy in more depth the ‘Force of Nature’?
St John’s congregants have gathered weekly on Zoom to discuss
Care for God’s Creation and how we can do at least small things to
tread more lightly on our beautiful world, preserving its carbon,
eliminating waste and packaging, enjoying its variety and revelling in
its beauty. Hasn’t the bird song been amazing this year? However,
not from sparrows whose population in our country is down by 95%
since 1970?
We are all of us now, old and young alike, thoroughly determined to
protect the natural world, creatures, flowers, trees (‘Tumtum’ ones of
course), the ‘tulgey woods’ that will be gloriously full of scented
bluebells and we are praying that our ‘manxome foe’ – COVID 19 will be well and truly defeated soon. Meanwhile, take care, stay safe
and enjoy God’s World – May GOD and the FORCE OF NATURE be
with you.
Wendy Hewitt, Lay Reader St John’s

Christian Aid, 10-16 May
This year we have decided, restrictions
permitting, to provide RED deliver-only
envelopes with an invitation to drop off your
donation at various points around Hurst
Green. The drop-off points will be on the
envelopes and will anyway include
The Vicarage at 14 Oast Road.
We would be really pleased if you could
deliver envelopes during your daily walk.
They will be in a plastic box on the steps of
St John’s. There is a list of roads, with the
number each road requires and a pencil to
confirm that road has been done. The box
will be available from Monday 3 May and
envelopes can be delivered from 3 to 16 May.
Any queries, please contact us:
Debbi/Phil Harris
730364 or
harris540@btinternet.com
Thank You
This poem 'Simply’ has been forwarded to us
by one of our readers and the author, Simon
Richey, has given us permission to include it.
The poem, in a mindful way, opens our eyes
- and ears - to the wonders of the world
around us.

Simply
There are small birds
at the end of the garden
that early in the morning
start up their singing.
I think of their song
as coming straight out
of the present, untouched
by what happens
afterwards or before
so that simply to hear them
is to hear them and nothing more.
Simon Richey

The June issue of Hurst Green News will be published on 29 May 2021. Please send material for that issue, including items for the diary, no later than
FRIDAY 14 MAY 2021 to The Compiler: hgncompiler@gmail.com or 26 Orchard Way, Oxted, RH8 9DJ. The Compiler reserves the right to edit copy.
The Hurst Green News is published by St John’s Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 1133107) as a church and community newsletter.
It is financed by advertisements and St John’s Parochial Church Council.

HURST GREEN CHURCHES WELCOME YOU
St John's is open for private prayer on Sundays and Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. From the end of April there will be a
9am service of Holy Communion in the church and a 10.30am outdoor service for all ages (weather permitting).
For updates and the latest information on all services and events, please check church websites given below.
ST JOHN’S, CHURCH WAY
Rector:
Anna Eltringham, 712674, 14 Oast Road
(day off - Monday)
Assistant Priest: Mary Seller, 715675, 11 Home Park
Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary: Monica Fenton, 715769
www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM
All Saints' Church Chichele Road, Oxted - 627762
St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham
Parish Priest
Fr Stephen, 713776
www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

METHODIST CHURCH, HURSTLANDS
Minister
Stephen Mares - 020 3719 4644
HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Pastor:
Keith Dickson, 712017, Pastor@hgec.org.uk
www.hgec.org.uk
OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
The Church of the Peace of God
21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 730406
oxtedurc@gmail.com
Minister:
Graham Dadd, 07894 507467
www.oxtedurc.org.uk
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St Agatha’s Hall has joined the Tandridge Together Lottery

St Agatha’s Hall has joined the Tandridge Together Lottery as a good
cause that you can support. We need your help so we can continue
to offer and even expand our service!
Tickets cost £1 per week and each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance to win
a price each week, with a top prize of £25,000. 50% of tickets sold
via our page go to St Agatha’s Hall to help us continue to support
our community in our 126th Year. Please do support and share with
your friends. You can purchase tickets via our page:
www.tandridgelottery.co.uk/support/st-agathas-church-hall
Thank you for your support and good luck!

A Wildlife Garden (Part 2)
By 2008 my garden wasn’t so much a
wildlife garden, but a wild one! The
grass had to be strimmed as no mower
would cope and the very long privet
hedge was in dire need of some TLC!

Hurst Green Garden Club
Is that snow I see? Well, it is Easter, when as
boys we traditionally went camping, hoping for fine
weather, and ALWAYS ending up getting wet and
cold (the trick was to keep some firewood in the
tent). Here I am stuck indoors with
an injured foot from too much
planting. The unfamiliar
restriction and pain serve to
remind me of those for whom
that is their normal situation.
In the meantime the garden
is bursting with life and colour, birds are seeking
out nesting bits. My garden, being rather chaotic
and mixed up, is a paradise for wildlife, all part of
the Grand Plan of course!
The lack of rain means watering pots and newly
located plants become even more important.
Even when it does rain, don’t rely on that alone,
keep watering. Now is a good time to sort out
your pots of hostas, maybe splitting them or
repotting them into larger pots. Time now to deal
with vine weevil in heucheras and disporopsis. If
you are re-potting or moving them, do check the
old soil or compost very thoroughly for the vine
weevil grubs.

The solution arrived in the sturdy form of John, an old mate of my late
husband. He came in the back way through the jungle and said ‘This Being out of action for a while may be a
needs some work!’ Very much an understatement! He offered to warning of things to come, so now I have enforced
help, although how I wasn’t sure: ‘Give me a free hand’ - and I agreed. time to review what I may not be able to do in the
future and look at changes to the garden, before
A few days later he turned up with a small JCB. My heart sank at first, they are forced on me.
but John explained what he intended to do. Practically everything
went - a small grove of bird cherry, shrubs, grass, turf, leaving only Whatever the size of your garden, there is always
Kate’s garden (one of our Springer Spaniels), a tiered rockery and my something to do, even if it is just being part of
lovely buddleia - John would probably have taken that if I hadn’t nature. Speaking of which, have you seen the
stopped him! He prepared the soil, raking it into a fine tilth and sowed patch of blue spring squill in Chestnut Copse?
a wild flower mix. I said ‘That will be lovely in a few months’. John
Brian Parrott
said ‘It doesn’t work like that, people think all you have to do is scatter
the seed and up it comes. But like all plants, they need to be nurtured
Moor House School & College
and happy, and gardeners need patience.’
Leading specialist school for children
At first it was all grass and it did look neat. Slowly different grasses
with speech and language difficulties
began to appear and I began to count the flower species - first daisies
and buttercups, red an white clover, hawkbit and speedwell. In
Parents’ Open Morning
summer 2020 I counted 25 species of wild flowers and grasses. The
Via Zoom
latest was lesser stitchwort, like tiny stars, probably blown in from the
Friday 30 April 2021
fields at the back.
10am -12.30pm
Now it was up to Michael, my new gardener
to care for it, as John returned to other duties.
Next time I’ll write about the fauna that live in
my wildlife garden. Suzanne Hill, Old Oxted

To reserve your place please phone 01883 712271
or email: kearonv@moorhouseschool.co.uk
www.moorhouseschool.co.uk

The month of May

St Agatha’s Hall

To enquire about booking, contact the

Did you know that May is the modern-day English adaptation of
Booking Administrator:
the Latin word Maius which goes back to the time of the ancient
07586 863079 or
Greeks who named the month after the Greek goddess of
aggieshall@gmail.com
growth? May can be a wonderful month in the garden and in the
countryside with the birds chirping, flowers blooming and blossom on the trees. But or complete the form on the website:
stagathashall.weebly.com/
if you’re on the other side of the world, in the southern hemisphere, then it’s a time
contact.html
when summer is long gone and the nights are getting colder and darker. It’s a time
of change, no matter where in the world you are.
East Surrey Walkers
May Day is the first day of May and traditionally a celebration of spring and the
We
are delighted to report that our
resurrection of nature after the winter months. It is normally associated with flowers,
dancing and maypoles with celebrations sometimes including the crowning of a May walks will recommence from 1 May.
The programme is currently being
Queen or May King. On May Day, people would traditionally collect flowers, blossom
arranged and will be available,
and branches to decorate their homes. Women and girls would rise early and wash
with details of how to book, at:
their faces in the fresh morning dew, as this was believed to make them radiant,
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk.
reduce blemishes and attract their future spouse.
Bookings will open a week before the
The Maypole was the centre of the celebrations and the dancing.
walk and are made direct with the walk
Originally, this was a large tree in the forest that was decorated in situ,
leader. In addition to Government
but later it was cut down and brought to the village (or community)
regulations
on the number of walkers,
and decorated with flowers, wreaths, handkerchiefs and ribbons.
walk leaders will nominate the
The dance around it was an expression of the joy of new life.
maximum number of participants they
May Day was banned by the Puritans but was reinstated during the Restoration
are prepared to lead on individual
period under Charles II. It was very popular in Victorian times when there was a walks. Walks operate in accordance
revival of the adornment and dancing around the Maypole by girls and still continues, with social distancing protocols; please
albeit in a more limited way, in some parts of the country today.
bring your own mask, sanitisers etc.

Walks with a view

To give you a bit more information
about East Surrey Walkers, we
Isn’t it nice to have a walk with a view? The local walker is very blessed with some
were
formed in 1983, originally as East
special views. If there were prizes awarded for the best local views, which would be
Surrey Ramblers. Our primary aim is
on your list? Here is mine:
to enjoy walking in the countryside with
Views of Hurst Green – the footpath across Tandridge
an interesting variety of scenery; we
Golf Course, but better still the view from the eastern
walk in Surrey, Kent, Sussex and
end of Pastens Lane, which is particularly fine at
occasionally London. Each week we
sunset.
offer walks on most days with a range
Most Unexpected view – the view of Canary Wharf
of distances between 3 and 12 miles.
and the City of London from the permissive path behind
There are walks for all levels of ability.
Chaldons Farm, Gangers Hill.
East Surrey Walkers do much more
Finest Bucolic vista – as you emerge from the woods
than
just walk. A varied programme of
on the footpath from Pastens Lane to Tenchleys Manor.
social events includes walking
Houses – Titsey Place from the top path east of
holidays. We are also active in
Pitchfont Lane. Best of all, the vantage point over
protecting and improving the local
Chartwell House from the path in the woods to the
rights of way network. Member
west. A world class view.
volunteers include path checkers and
Greatest variety – Mariner’s Hill, where a short level circular stroll encompasses
light maintenance task members.
views eastward along the North Downs towards Maidstone, southwards to Tunbridge
A monthly work party carries out larger
Wells, Crowborough, Ashdown Forest and then westwards to Gatwick, Leith Hill and
tasks such as repairing or replacing
the South Downs.
Best spots for sitting and reading with a view – the seat dedicated to Sarah ‘furniture’ - stiles, gates, way marks
and figure posts etc.
Mackenzie, a short distance north from the Gangers Hill car park, which has a fine
view across Marden Park. Even better, the seat as you come out of the woods of Although our social and
Toys Hill on the Greensand Way heading towards Ide Hill.
maintenance activities are
Best view of our area – the two seats just south of the road at the top of Gangers currently subject to Covid
Hill, near the car park.
19 restrictions, we can
Best view of all – westwards from the site of the great house of Weardale on Toys
still enjoy physical and mental
Hill, stretching to the South Downs and the Hampshire border. Truly magnificent at well-being as well as companionship
sunset.
Michael Harman
and friendship through walking.

PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals

Our sympathy goes to all
their relatives and friends:
15 April
22 April
23 May

Janet Lyons
Ian Petherick
Ann Dawson
(Interment of ashes)

Oxted Band – plans for 2021
Unfortunately the Government’s ‘Roadmap’ out of lockdown has meant
the postponement of this year’s Spring Concert for Oxted Band, but they
are hopeful the other planned concerts will go ahead. They have been
requested to play at Bletchingley Fair on 27 June and Godstone Fete on 30 August.
All being well, the following two concerts should take place at St John’s Church, Hurst
Green this year: the ‘Stars of Brass’ Autumn Concert with Zoe Lovatt Cooper on
Saturday 23 October; and the Christmas Concert on Saturday 11 December.

The Band also hopes to arrange a local event, possibly at Holland Sports Ground,
St John’s Book of Remembrance
one summer evening. All these events will be subject to restrictions being lifted and
To have a name entered, please email Government guidance. Further details will be communicated when possible.
office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk
Please check the Band’s website for the latest information: www.oxtedband.co.uk

ACCOUNTANT
Tax Returns, Tax Refunds, VAT, CIS, Payroll,
Self Employed, Sole Traders, Businesses,
Partnerships, Ltd Cos

01883 730314 / 07766 953705 

GCE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
24/7 Call Out Electrician
Domestic / Commercial, Fully Insured
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call Gary:
07933 392956

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
GEORGE NICHOLLS BUILDERS LTD
Renowned Caring Service
Building & Roofing Contractors. General
Private Chapels of Rest
Building - Alterations - Home Extensions - Roof
Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry
Repairs - New Roofs. Over 25 years experience
A totally independent Family Concern
 info@gnbuilders.uk; 07850 850175 / 717062
 Oxted 730383 or Lingfield 01342 832534
GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS
APARTMENT - SLEEPS 2/3
All aspects of tree work
Stunning views, near St John's church & station.
E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
Self contained, fully equipped, private balcony.
www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
Weekend/mid week/weekly let. Ideal for visiting
712782
friends and family 07831 865530  Contact Stuart Rimmington 01959 561101
BERNIE’S CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES
GUTTERS
Reliable, for more information, please call:
Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations

01883 714832
or mobile 07905 793929  Call John Mulley: 716245 / 07711 747640
Email John.mulley@virginmedia.com
BILLY HERRING CARPENTRY REPAIR
Freelancer specialising in Listed buildings.
HLH PAINTER & DECORATOR
 billyherring92@gmail.com or 07745 615136 Professional & friendly services. For your free

no obligation quote, call 07834 468835
CAMERON BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD
HOTTER HOMES
All aspects of general building undertaken
Central
Heating
Specialists
T: 716116 /
www.cameronservices.co.uk

Mobile 07855 894426
715856  07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk
CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED
www.chartfordstrees.co.uk
Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons
 info@chartfordstrees.co.uk 01883 460160
CHOWLER DECORATIONS
All painting and wall coverings
35 years experience
 info@chowler.co.uk 716450 / 07808 719383
CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE
REMOVALS
Collections & Deliveries / House Removals
Also House, Garden & Garage Clearance
info@psplogistics.co.uk 07850 970278/713807

H2O PLUMBING SERVICES
General plumbing, bathroom installations,
alterations, no job too small. Free quotes.
City & Guilds trained MI/RP

Richard - Mobile 07876 450420 712523
HURST GREEN BUSY BEES
PRE-SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL
Early learning in a homely environment

www.hurstgreenbusybees.com 722796
I.T. AIDE
Computer services. Hardware & Software
Installation & troubleshooting. Virus removal.
Wired/wireless networking. Tuition.

Mobile 07799 164993
714369

CRABWOOD www.crabwood.co.uk
Small self-contained flats for independent
over 60s, affordable rents, unfurnished, gardens,
JACKSON-STOPS
close to Oxted centre
National estate agents with local knowledge

Greenoak Housing Office 01483 768856 
www.jackson-stops.co.uk
712375
DAY'S GARAGE
Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 9BS

01883 730058
DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING
Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial
Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

Contact Robert Dewdney 01959 439818
FAIRALLS
For all building materials
www.fairalls.co.uk

JEM HOME SERVICES
General House & Garden Maintenance
Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY
Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting
 Call Jon - Mobile 07906 029813 712905
KAVBRO BUILD LTD
Units S & T, Lambs Business Park
Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ

All Building Work Undertaken 722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC

742256
www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk
224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green
FIRST POST FENCING

R Galloway, J Moses
712987
Complete domestic fencing specialists
Fully insured
KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES

01883 717942 or mobile 07795 455667
Betchworth
Nags Hall
www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

www.knightsgardencentres.com 742275
FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD
Reliable professional service in the comfort
www.labelleroofing.co.uk
of your own home. Melissa Barford
All
Aspects
of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt,

07885 933032
or 01959 569292
Asphalt, Tiling mail@labelleroofing.co.uk
GardenING Services
 01959 577797
Jason Mobile 07887 541499
Regular maintenance to one-off tidying
Pruning and shaping a speciality
TO ADVERTISE
Friendly, reliable and tidy. References available.
Please e-mail: hgnewsad@gmail.com
 Simon M:07936 285032 H:01883 712090

LEE’S LOCKS
24 emergency locksmith. No call out charge.
Locks fitted to insurance BS3621. OAP discounts

01883 840042 or 07921 068564
LLC PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES
Refurbishments bathrooms/kitchens; Plumbing
 and building maintenance 07903 490333
Lewisleeplumbingandheating@outlook.com
MGBuild
Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens…
Big enough to cope, small enough to care
 07553 264254
01732 865066
www.mgbuild.net
MR COMPUTING LTD
Local mobile computer repair and maintenance
No fix, No fee & No Call-out charge
virus, internet, wireless, new PCs/laptops/tablets
"
Call Mark or Sue
730345



PAINTER & DECORATOR
Caroline Mee
NVQ Qualified, Fully Insured
High Quality Finish
Mobile 07887 514915
717278

PAUL'S MOBILE BARBERS
Local barber, enhanced DBS, 30 years experience
 bringing the barbers to you 07717 307169
PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS
Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience
 01883 723134 Email kkianco@aol.com
RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS
Pre-acquisition Surveys/Valuations/Party Wall
Matters. Huxley Chartered Surveyors
info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk
 07834 118601/07725 971256/01883 672055
RH HEATING AND PLUMBING
Highly recommended local family business
offering installation, servicing and repairs

712714
or 07580 712714



SBS HEATING SERVICES
Boiler Servicing/Installation/Repair
Gas Safety Registration No 199283
Mobile 07801 427641
712268



STEPHEN GEAL
Painter & Decorator
All interior & exterior decorating
Fully insured
Mob. 07714403598
712727

STEVEN HAWKINS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Heating & plumbing services, bathroom
installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder
replacements. City & Guilds Gas Safe registered

Tel 01732 863183 Mob 07980 607491
STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE
Family owned & run; private chapel;

prepaid funeral plans; home visits 740123
SYCAMORE COURT
Oxted retirement apartments with services
24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,
laundry and lunches if required

www.sycamorecourt.co.uk
723500



T.C.HILLIER, Lawn Mower &
Garden Machinery service and repair
Local family run business
t.c.hillier@btinternet.com 712355

W. A. TRUELOVE & SON LTD
Funeral Directors & Monumental Craftsmen
49 Station Road East, Oxted, RH8 0AX
An Independent Family Firm since 1885

www.watltd.co.uk
732000

